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which did not mail back their forms, a
followup was also made, in almost all
cases by personal visit and in the
remainder by telephone.

For the remaining two-fifths of the
population, the householder was
requested to fill out the form and give
it to the enumerator when he called;
approximately 80 percent did so. In-
complete and unfilled forms were
completed by interview during the
enumerator's visit.

Three types of questionnaires were
used throughout the country; 80 per-
cent of the households answered a
form containing a limited number of
population and housing questions and
the remainder, split into 15-percent
and 5-percent samples, answered forms
which contained these questions as
well as a number of additional ques-
tions. Some of the additional
questions were the same on the 15-
percent and 5-percent versions; others
were different. A random procedure
was used to determine which of the
three forms any particular household
answered.

In the metropolitan and adjacent
areas, the designated type was sent to
each household. In the remaining
areas, the questionnaire with a limited
number of questions was distributed
to all households, and the enumerators
asked the additional questions in those
households designated for the 15-
percent and 5-percent samples.

PROCESSING PROCEDURES

The 1970 census questionnaires were
specially designed to be processed by
FOSDIC (Film Optical Sensing Device
for Input to Computer). For most
items on the questionnaire, the
information supplied by the respond-
ent or obtained by the enumerator was
indicated by marking the answers in
predesignated positions that would be
"read" by FOSDIC from a microfilm
copy of the questionnaire onto
computer magnetic tape with no
intervening manual processing. All the
items presented in chapter B were of
this nature. Among the items covered
in chapters C and D, however, a

number required reviewing written
entries to determine the proper code.
Consequently, the processing involved
a manual coding and editing operation
in which clerks determined the ap-
propriate codes and marked the
specified positions on the question-
naire; for example, the clerks applied a
2-digit numerical code for the State-
of-birth entry. These marks as well as
those made by the respondent and
enumerator were read by FOSDIC
onto magnetic tape.

The tape containing the informa-
tion from the questionnaires was
processed on the Census Bureau's
computers through a number of
editing and tabulation steps (see Ap-
pendix C, "Accuracy of the Data").
One of the end results of this opera-
tion was a computer tape from which
the tables in this report were prepared
on a cathode-ray-tube phototype-
setting machine at the Government
Printing Office. Another end result
was the summary tapes which are
available for purchase, as described in
Appendix D, "Publication and
Computer Summary Tape Program,"
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